700 people visit the Hotel de La
Salle in Rheims as part of the
European Heritage Days

On the afternoons of September 21st and 22nd,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., the five Brothers of the
community of the Brothers of the Hotel de La Salle
in Reims, assisted by six members of the museum
team - who help to run the tours throughout the
year - guided the 700 or so people who came to
discover the Hotel de La Salle on a 20-minute
tour.

The tour began with the facade of the Hotel de La Salle, the only example of a
Renaissance-style house in Reims. At the same time, it was an opportunity to
talk about Saint John-Baptist de La Salle, pointing out the 19th-century statue
that adorns the facade and the plaque commemorating the tercentenary of his
birth.
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Secondly, visitors entered the inner courtyard to discover the famous staircase, as
well as the various representations of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and the logo
of the Brothers of the District of France and French-speaking Europe: an
opportunity to talk about the expansion of the Brothers throughout the
world.

Finally, visitors moved on to the last room of the museum, where they could
discover the different locations of Lasallian ministries and communities on the
five continents: an opportunity to talk about the variety of ministries and to
give some statistics. All in all, it was a great couple of days, which gave rise to
some interesting questions and brief discussions.

The whole team emphasised the care and pleasure visitors took in
discovering the house where our Founder was born. The smiles and
expressions of thanks at the end of the visits by the various groups over the two
days bear witness to this.

Text: Brother Antoine Salinas

www.hoteldelasalle.fr
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Hotel de La Salle

Edifié en 1545-1560 par un riche marchand, ['édifice
témoigne de la période de la Renaissance avec un
langage architectural inspiré de I'Antiquité (série de
médaillons sculptés sur la fagade). La cour
intérieure relevée aprés la Premiére Guerre
mondiale présente toujours un escalier en vis
coiffé par une tourelle en briques. L'Hétel fut au
XVII® siecle propriété de la famille de La Salle
ou naftra en 1651 Jean-Baptiste. Jeune et
brillant chanoine, il se consacrera a
I'apostolat scolaire pour les plus défavorisés
en fondant I'Institut des Fréres des Ecoles
Chrétiennes.

Beautiful 16t century Renaissance
building birthplace of Jean-Baptiste
de La Salle, founder of the
. Order of the Christian

Schools Brothers. :
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